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DECREE

Revoking Episcopal Consent to Claim the “Catholic” Name according to Canon 216

By virtue of my Episcopal authority as the Ordinary of the Particular Church of the Diocese of
Phoenix, and in accord with Canon 216 of the Code of Canon Law, | hereby revoke my consent
for the following organization to utilize in any way the name “Catholic.”

e St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center, Phoenix, AZ

After much time and effort in cooperation with the leadership of Catholic HealthCare West and
having studied the matter carefully with the assistance of experts in medical ethics, moral
theology, and canon law, it has been determined that the aforementioned organization no longer
qualifies as a “Catholic” entity in the territory of the Diocese of Phoenix. For the benefit of the
public good, particularly amongst the Christian Faithful, I decree that the organization listed
above may not use the name Catholic or be identified as Catholic in the Diocese of Phoenix.

The reason for this decision is based upon the fact that, as Bishop of Phoenix, I cannot verify that
this health care organization will provide health care consistent with authentic Catholic moral
teaching as interpreted by me in exercising my legitimate Episcopal authority to interpret the
moral law.

This Decree of Removal of my consent goes into effect as of this day, and will remain in effect
indefinitely, until such time as [ am convinced that this institution is authentically Catholic by its
adherence to the Ethical and Religious Directives of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, in addition to the standards of Catholic identity set forth in official church documents,
Catholic theology, and canon law.

Given this day, December 21, 2010 at the Chancery of the Diocese of Phoenix

+Thomas J. sted
Bishop of Phoenix
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